From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 22:04:27 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 17:04:27 -0500
Message-Id: <SA39+qeUrja@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: ...no subject...

To collectors of 30's vintage gear:

Does anyone have a 'doghouse' power supply for a National SW-3 which 
they would be willing to sell?  Even one in rough shape would be nice... I'm 
not afraid of restoration work.

Thank you.

John Martin



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:19:59 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:19:59 -0500
Message-Id: <B750DD2F013CD8D1@usia.gov>
From: "Seifert, Rick" <rseifert@usia.gov>
Subject: 18 yr.old dghter meets BA

Hello anchorites,

I had a great BA moment with my 18 year old daughter this past weekend 
and wanted to share it with you.

Sunday was high school graduation day.  Is that possible?  Seems like I 
was rinsing diapers and warming bottles only yesterday...but I digress.

Saturday I was down in the basement working on an old "Wards Airline" 
tabletop AM/FM 7 tube unit when she came down.  Having lived with a 
plethora of radios around the house for past 18 years, she's been used to 
seeing stuff in various states of assembly/dissassembly, but being a 
teenager, never had much time or interest in much of it, except to ask if 
they got the local rock station.



I was pulling  tubes when she asked, "What's that?"  She wasn't referring 
to the tube type, but the TUBE.  My high school graduate had no idea what 
tubes were, what they did, or that they existed.  We spent the next half 
hour with that old radio.  She couldn't believe that all that "stuff", as 
she put it, fit into those little glass bottles.  She peered into those 
tubes in wonderment, replaced them in their sockets, and moved on to the 
next one.  Then she asked, "can we try it out?"

This particular receiver was already in good working condition, as I pull 
it off the shelf every so often.  We clicked it on, waited and watched as 
the tubes lit, and room filling audio filled the basement.  Boy that old 
receiver sounds good.



We listened for awhile, and then she was up the stairs and off with 
friends.  She probably won't remember that half hour, but I know I will.

Regards,

Rick

Rick Seifert                                 rseifert@usia.gov

Radio Marti Tech Ops                  (202)401-7104

400 6th Street S.W.                     fax(202)401-7623

Washington, D.C.   20547 









From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 15:28:42 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 10:28:42 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131526.AA09745@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: Re: 18 yr.old dghter meets BA


Rick Seifert Wrote:

>I had a great BA moment with my 18 year old daughter this past weekend 
>and wanted to share it with you. 
...
>We listened for awhile, and then she was up the stairs and off with 
>friends.  She probably won't remember that half hour, but I know I will. 

On the other hand, she might remember it all the rest of her life.  

My 28-year old daughter remembers enjoying the nice green squiggleys on the
Knight O-scope as a 5-year old.  It's in the basement now, and I'm gonna get
it running again and give it to her.


-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 15:37:13 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 10:37:13 -0500
Message-Id: <199506131534.AA07874@cruz.com>
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com>
Subject: Re: 18 yr.old dghter meets BA

At 09:19 AM 6/13/95 -0500, Seifert, Rick wrote:

>Hello anchorites,
>I had a great BA moment with my 18 year old daughter this past weekend 
>and wanted to share it with you...

[ story deleted.. ]

Rick, 

Great story! I had a similar thing happen recently with my 19-year-old
daughter who has been living on her own for the past year or so. I have been
playing around with radios since well before she was born, off and on, and
she never paid any attention to my hobby. It was just some dumb,
incomprehensible thing that Dad did.

I recently finished bringing back to life an old Philco 37-610 "tombstone"
table radio (not a BA, but certainly an old radio!), and it was on the shelf
in my office next to all my familiar computer stuff when she came by. I had
it turned on and listening to the BBC... Well, after years of mentally
"tuning out" the sound of stuff coming in on short wave, she suddenly
decided to hear it. 

"You mean that's coming all the way from England? Can you hear other
countries? I didn't know you could do that! How does that work? How come it
sounds grungy? Is this a *new* kind of radio they didn't have before?" It
was *very* funny, but I bit my tongue and answered her questions with
appropriate patience and enthusiasm. She was really quite fascinated.

Then last week when she came over, I took her down to the garage to show her
my R-390A restoration project, and she looked with fascination at all the
gears and slugs. Her first question was, "Will this radio get all those
foreign stations like you were doing on the old Philco radio?" When I said
yes, it certainly would, and much better, too, she said, "Well, let me know
when you get it working."

Now, isn't that amazing? I will, too. Just to see what happens next!

Bill, N6FN
bill@cruz.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 21:01:18 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 16:01:18 -0500
Message-Id: <memo.934634@cix.compulink.co.uk>
From: oddjob@cix.compulink.co.uk (Stephen Walters)
Subject: Re: 18 yr.old dghter meets BA

In-Reply-To: <9506131526.AA09745@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
Well,

Being 32, young free and single (Computer Consultant for want of a better 
term)........And a collector of BA radios and other stuff......should 
make me eligable son-in-law material for all these charming daughters!!!

Here are my qualifications.


Zenith Trans-Oceanic.
Marconi Cr100 mk2
Tektronix 549 scope
DEC PDP-8e mini-computer!

and.....a VALVE (Tubes to you!) ANALOG computer.....(One of a pair I 
have...)

oddjob@cix.compulink.co.uk




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 15:24:38 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 10:24:38 -0500
Message-Id: <199506131520.IAA26041@netcom15.netcom.com>
From: jlyle@netcom.com (Jim Lyle)
Subject: AN/GRC-3 (etc.) Manual FS

Hello;

  I just acquired a technical manual for "Radio Sets AN/GRC-3, -4, -5,
-6, -7, And -8".

  It's published by the Departments of the Army and The Air Force, in May
1953.  Apparently, it's Army Technical Manual TM11-284 and Air Force 
Technical Order TO16-30GRC-3-6.

  It's full of pictures and schematics, etc.  It's NOT a reproduction... 
it's the real thing, and is in good or very good condition.

  I have no use for it, but I knew someone here would, so I picked it up
just in case.  It's yours for $20 plus shipping.

  Oh btw... on page iii it carries the following warnings:

      HIGH VOLTAGE is used in the operation of this equipment.

      DEATH ON CONTACT may result if operating personnel fail to observe
      observe safety precautions.

  It then goes on to discuss artificial respiration and resuscitation 
techniques (circa 1953) before tackling anything else.    

  I think I'll take up knitting instead...

-- 
Jim Lyle jlyle@netcom.COM
Troubador Technologies
Consulting Services
(408) 247-4199



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:39:12 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:39:12 -0500
Message-Id: <199506131436.KAA11307@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: BA On-Line Manuals testing (cont.)

> > .ps    For those who can handle postscript output of 4 meg sized files,
> >        the LM manual with schematics is available now for a test run.
> >        It is an output from the TeX/LaTeX typesetter and is pretty good.
> >        If interested, email me directly.  Also, the plain manual in
> >        ascii, less schematics but with enough information to get the
> >        cables patched and running, etc., is likewise ready.
> 
> I don't really need the LM manual, but I am curious about your 
> progress.  Downloading 4meg is no problem here with ISDN access.  Are 
> the files on your regular boatanchor ftp site (buried in some subdir 
> somewhere?)   What page size are you using for the postscript data?  
> We have normal HP laserjets with postscript and also have a giant 
> xerox postscript printer (up to E size I think) that I could try the 
> files on.
> 
> Tom  NU8D

Tom, et al......

The files are temporarily on 152.1.88.39.  This is a test BSD unix
box that will be up for a few days.  Login as zworker with the
password boatanchors and download the .ps.Z files, uncompress and
print as cat filename.ps | lpr (or whatever your system uses).
The printer must have 2.5 megs memory to clear the graphics correctly.
Make sure you have sufficient disk space to uncompress the files (:+}}...

The complete TeX/LaTeX sources plus almost finished Troff sources are
there, as well as the minroff formatter low-endian sources.

All pages are 8-1/2 x 11 standard things.  

It will print on dos as print filename.ps.

All the schematics are fortunately less than full page size by a hair.
I may wind up putting the schematics in single page prints so that lesser
memory PostScript printers can still handle them.

The rest of my BA stuff is in sunsite.unc.edu in the
 /pub/academic/agriculture/agronomy/ham/things-to-build/na4g directory.
Maybe someday they will get moved to the BA archives.

I am finishing the fortran calibration programs, hopefully in a few
more evenings so that the meters can be recalibrated if the calibration
books are missing.  I have a few nuances still to fix to complete the
conversion from mainframe fortran to low-endian-os fortran, and want
to fiddle with them a tad to make them a bit more polished......
I might as well do it right the first time......(:+\\.....!

Bob




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 03:55:09 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 22:55:09 -0500
Message-Id: <199506140353.WAA04068@uro.theporch.com>
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
Subject: Books FS

Here's one that is relevant in light of recent international news:

"The Stragegy of Electromagnetic Conflict", edited by LTC Richard Fitts and
written by the Air Force Academy staff, factual information straight from
the horses mouth,  hard cover, 1980.  This is a well written and highly
enlightening book covering a variety of spoof, ECM and ECCM topics.  283
pages, $11 postpaid.

Of possible interest to pilots on this group:

TM 55-1510-208-10, operators manual for Army model T-42A Aircraft (Beech
model B55B), 1965.  Gives a nice run-down on operating this twin-engine
craft,  including a description of  it's avionics.  Soft cover, $6 postpaid.

73 de Jack




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 21:22:07 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 16:22:07 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9506131659.A28348-0100000@gxl.woodtech.com>
From: "Frank C. Gilmore Jr." <fgilmore@gxl.woodtech.com>
Subject: Re: Bug question:



On Mon, 12 Jun 1995, Steven Wilson wrote:

> I was told that the fellows that worked on the railroad took there
> bugs to and from work with them and the reason for the wedge was so
> they could plug it in to the stright key at  the work station.
> 
> 
> de stan ak0b
> 
> 


I believe your absolutely right.  I grew up in a railroad family and used 
to spend hours at the small station in our town bugging the telegrapher etc.
He never left his bug at the station....it always went home with him.  
The only place I saw ops leave their pet keys were the high speed CW ops 
for the Missouri Highway Patrol.  They trusted each other and the area 
was restricted so they didn't have to worry about someone messing things up.

73,

Frank
de K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 22:35:02 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 17:35:02 -0500
Message-Id: <9506132232.AA08110@ihurry.ih.att.com>
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: Bug question:

So the MO state police used CW?  Between stations, I guess, not with the cars.
Was that on HF?  Was it encrypted, or sufficiently full of abbreviations,
10-codes, and jargon so nobody could've figured it out anyway?

WOnder what other land-locked uses of HF CW there were?
BTW, I'm too young (51) too remember AM police car calls just above
the AM BC band.  --mike k



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 00:24:05 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 19:24:05 -0500
Message-Id: <199506140021.AA09364@cruz.com>
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com>
Subject: Re: Bug question:

At 04:21 PM 6/13/95 -0500, Frank C. Gilmore Jr. wrote:
>> I was told that the fellows that worked on the railroad took there
>> bugs to and from work with them and the reason for the wedge was so
>> they could plug it in to the stright key at  the work station.
>
>I believe your absolutely right.  I grew up in a railroad family and used 
>to spend hours at the small station in our town bugging the telegrapher etc.
>He never left his bug at the station....it always went home with him...

Frank,

I think one of the mysteries of my youth has finally been solved. 

I can remember, in those good old Allied or Burstein-Applebee catalogs, when
gazing longingly at that chrome-plated bug I really wanted (I settled for
the "standard" version), that there was always an official Vibroplex
*velvet-lined simulated leather carrying case* available, complete with
carrying handle. I could never figure out why you would need or want such an
item. Where on earth were you going to *carry* it? And *why*? 

Now I know! Thanks guys --

Bill, N6FN
bill@cruz.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 17:02:36 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 12:02:36 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131659.AA10686@ihurry.ih.att.com>
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re:  Cap substitution in receivers-caution

About 15-20 years ago, we found out that cheap ceramic disc capacitors
actually act like cheap ceramic Filters at freqs around 1 MHz!  We were using
them by the bucketfull as decoupling on digital TTL boards, back in the
days when the clock freq was around 1-2 MHz.  So naturally some amazing things
would happen when your "bypass" cap started acting like a hi-Q paralle
resonant circuit.  The physical design guys told us not to use such parts,
and instead use the little black rectangualr jobs.  73, mike k w9nrd



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:48:41 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:48:41 -0500
Message-Id: <803019485.1141014@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Cleanin 'n paintin

In re; "how do I clean the goop off the chassis?" - I've used waterless hand
cleanser and a soft toothbrush.  This was suggested to me by Don Merz, I think.
Unfortunately the copper plating on a Drake chassis can get almost black over
time.  I had a nasty black ring around the fuse holder on my (now Don's) R4-B
and just decided to leave well enough alone.  I suspect there is a good copper
cleaner like Brasso that might get the tarnish off, but haven't done it myself.
You definately want to avoid scratching the surface if possible.  Short of
stripping it and sending it to an electroplater, I'm not sure there is any way
of repairing heavy scratches. I've also been told that foaming bathroom
cleanser works real well on knobs.
 
On painting - I bought one of the $35 "touch up" guns from Harbor Freight and
Salvage.  It has a head just like the bigger Binks air guns, but the trigger is
a paddle on the top.  The cup can hold about 4 oz of paint, which is more than
adequate for a medium size cabinet.  I also got a small electric air pump and a
two gallon cylinder, the type they sell to use as a source of compressed air
that you can fill at the gas station.  Top it all off with a used pressure
regulator and a few pieces of 1/4" brass pipe fittings, about 20 feet of 1/4"
hose and you have a nice compressed air outfit for about $200. I always keep an
eye open for fittings and such at the local mechatronic surplus store. The
thing that's nice about doing it this way is that each piece is useful in and
of itself.  The compressor works fine for bicycle tires and such, (I have three
kids and five bikes) the air cylinder is a good compressed air backup and the
gun works just like the "real" ones.  I've painted fenders and cabinets with
it.  With a full size Binks gun selling for up to twice what my entire setup
costs, I've been real happy with it.  The "hard" part is mixing the paint and
keeping the dust and dirt under control. Most of the auto paint dealers will
sell you an applications book that tells and shows all about how to use a gun
and thin/reduce different types of paint.  I picked up a used Ditzler
Automotive Paint Manual for $3 at the used book store.
 
Sherwin Williams Industrial Enamel gets my vote for color match and quality.
When I repainted the SX-110 the color match was perfect. I just left the case
with them for a couple of days, told them it had to be dead on and suggested
they match the bottom so there was less chance of using a sun faded spot as the
target. The only problem was that they wouldn't do less than a gallon, which
cost about $35. I was able to sell off the excess to a couple of other Halli
fans and still have a pint left over for next time.
 
-df
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 13:32:19 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 08:32:19 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9506130331.B22039-0100000@gxl.woodtech.com>
From: "Frank C. Gilmore Jr." <fgilmore@gxl.woodtech.com>
Subject: Re: Corrosion removal on Drakes?

Andy last week I saw an R-4B that had been given the sandblast treatment 
by a pro.  He used a high dollar compressor/pen combination as used by 
artists.  Not sure where he got the grit, but it was very fine, almost 
like powdered pumice.  He worked slow and carefully through the whole 
chassis (top and sides) using great care around the pto.  He had used an 
airbush in journalism and knew some of the techniques.  

The result is beautiful.  He didn't use enough pressure or course enough
grit to remove the copper down to the base metal, just enough to restore 
the luster.  All the ugly splotches are gone.  He bathed the switches, 
etc in heavy doses of contact clear ...in fact he sprayed the cleaner on 
using the airbrush.... and reports no ill effects.  He said it took about 
18 hours of actual bench time to do it.  He is going to tackle the 
matching transmitter next.  

Back when I had my store ...I may have told this story, forgive me if I 
did....I took a very clean SX-101A MK III in trade.  The steel chassis 
had been exposed to mouse urine and had a very sick appearance.  A local 
TV engineer who was one of those guys in the genius catagory was looking 
at it one day and asked if he could take it home and clean it up.  I said 
sure ... give it a shot.  He also used an air brush.  About a week later 
he lugged it back in and I would never had believed it was the same set.
The chassis had a soft brushed aluminum look to it.  Fantastic!  He 
didn't want to take anything in payment but I insisted because he had 
just brought the receiver back to premium price....for an SX-101.  

I later tried to get him to do some other gear but he said no...he just 
did that one to see if it could be done.   

Guys like that make me green with envy that I don't have their skills!

73,

Frank
de K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:09:34 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:09:34 -0500
Message-Id: <36362.owen@apollo.eeel.nist.gov>
From: "James C. Owen, III" <owen@apollo.eeel.nist.gov>
Subject: RE: Corrosion removal on Drakes?

In message Sun, 11 Jun 1995 07:58:44 -0500,
  jeffa@ix.netcom.com (Jeff Anderson)  writes:

> I recently picked up an R-4B that has quite a bit of chassis corrosion
> on it's top surface (the underside looks great).  It looks like a
> previous owner, long long ago, took a brillo pad to the chassis top in
> an attempt to clean it (it has numerous "rubbing" scratches), and then
> left it in the basement for the condensation to do it's work.
>
> The corrosion ain't pretty (hey, are these chassis' copper coated
> steel?).
>
> What are some ways to clean this up?
>
> Thanks,
>
> - Jeff, WA6AHL
>

The chassis is solid copper.  I don't know how to clean and keep it from
corroding again, I'd like to know also.  I once picked up a badly corroded 2-B
that worked great but looked like hell, so I tried copper cleaner on a small
area. This worked pretty good but I could never neutralize it completely and
within several days the corrosion would start to return.  Drake must use a
clear lacquer on the copper to protect it. I quess you could try the copper
cleaner trick and then wash it down with soap and water and spray it with
lacquer but I'd do this only as a last ditch effort and remember you will
also remove all the labels.  73 Jim K4CGY
James C. Owen, III
National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST)
Bldg 225/B360
Gaithersburg, MD 20899
1-301-975-5623



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 18:01:07 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 13:01:07 -0500
Message-Id: <H000029a006823b5@MHS>
From: Limbert_Mark/svoa0001@ssb.com
Subject: For Sale


For Sale:

	two RM-52 Remote Control Boxes 1945 dated. One is very good and the
other is nice internally but is missing the dataplate. I believe these
are for field phones of some sort as they have jacks for a microphone and
phone with output line posts. Internally they contain two capacitors, one
transformer, a 4 C-cell battery holder, and a hi/low switch.	Make me an
offer as I don't know what a fair price would be.

Mark Limbert	mdlimbe@clipper.ssb.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 20:08:10 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 15:08:10 -0500
Message-Id: <9506132005.AA17080@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: FS: Pressure Regulator

Anchorites-who-want-to-spray paint:

For Sale:

Pressure Regulator with two guages:

  Input: up to 4000 pounds

  Ouput: up to 200 pounds

  Input and output guages

  Used excellent condition.

$50 plus UPS.

--
Roy Morgan, K1LKY   7130 Panorama Drive   Derwood, MD 20855    Keep 'Em
Glowing!!
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 18:38:14 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 13:38:14 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.00.4.950613133458.grant@nq5t.gtetel.com>
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: Ground Loop Problems

I am attempting to use a piece of commercial AM audio processing gear
(CBS Volumax) with a couple of BA transmitters (GLOBE King and Champion).

There appears is a problem causing a ground-loopy sounding hum in
the audio when this unit is in line that I haven't found the secret to
eliminating.  I don't think its in the Volumax, because I have recapped 
that unit in the critical filtering and bypass areas.  

I'm not much at ascii circuit diagrams, so bear with a verbal description
of the interconnections.

The mic (D-104) feeds a small preamp which drives a 10K:600 ohm unbalanced
to balanced transformer.  The grounds of the unbalanced side and shield of
the balanced side are tied together as part of the transformer assembly.
I'm using a high quality Canare shielded cable for the interconnections.

The balanced output of this transformer feeds the Volumax.  The balanced cable
is grounded on both ends.  From the Volumax output another length of cable
feeds the 600 ohm balanced input of a second 600:10K ohm transformer.  Cable is
again grounded at both ends.  This transformer is unbalanced on the output
side and drives the mic input of the transmitter.  The 600:10K transformers
are standard Radio Shack (sorry guys!) items.

I have tried bonding the Volumax directly to the transmitter chassis with 
a separate short length of braid -- the ground-loopy buzz gets louder.
I have tried bonding the Volumax directly to the single point station ground --
no noticeable effect.

Anyone have any thoughts?  Should I maybe leave the shields on the balanced
600 ohm input and output cables floating on one end?

Grant/NQ5T




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 18:09:51 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 13:09:51 -0500
Message-Id: <25E4D7A22BF@s1.xetron.com>
From: "Jack Giehl"  <JACKG@s1.xetron.com>
Subject: Large Coil Needed

Dear BA Enthusiasts,

I'm still gathering parts for my LAST homebrew HF linear.  Since
it will be my last, I want to do it right.  I need a pi-net tank coil that
will handle 15 amps of RF.  The minimum inductance needs to be
about 25 uh, but more is ok (up to about 50 uh or so).  I don't need
a variable inductor, as I will be using vacuum relays to perform
coil  tap switching.

Thanks, Jack

73,
===============================================
Jack, WB8BFS
jackg@xetron.com     Loveland, Ohio (near Cincinnati)
===============================================



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 18:40:30 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 13:40:30 -0500
Message-Id: <m0sLaYY-00003kC@next3.acme.ist.ucf.edu>
From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke)
Subject: Re: Large Coil Needed

I got a big variable inductor from Fair Radio.  The one on the
cover of the latest catalog.  I think it was $59 or thereabouts.
Its a nice thing, the coil is edgewound 1/4 inch silver plated
ribbon must be good for a lot of amps.  About 3" in dia by 10" long.
& must be 30 turns or so.  I forget what Fair said the inductance
was.  I am going to use it for an antenna tuner.

If you don't want the variable feature, it would be easy to disable.
The coil is stationary and a contact arm moves on a square shaft
that runs down the middle of the coil.  Get rid of the shaft
and arm and you have a big silver plated ribbon coil.

Tom Clarke
KE4VFH



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 18:55:27 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 13:55:27 -0500
Message-Id: <199506131853.AA08511@cruz.com>
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com>
Subject: Re: Large Coil Needed

At 01:09 PM 6/13/95 -0500, Jack Giehl wrote:

>I'm still gathering parts for my LAST homebrew HF linear.  Since
>it will be my last, I want to do it right....

I have to comment on this, as it reminds me of a young guy I knew many years
ago who, while recovering from a serious illness, lived with his parents in
Beverly Hills. His hobby was building ionosphere-busting linear amplifiers.
Though licensed, he never used them much, but would typically sell them to
the highest bidder, often building them on contract for some very rich ham
somewhere who had heard about him by way of the grapevine. He would
typically put a 4-1000A in the final. In one he built, he actually had TWO
of 'em. :-)

But the construction of these things... This guy was an ARTIST. No expense
was spared, either for the materials or the esthetics, which he considered
equally as important as the functionality. Nothing like this ever came out
of a commercial ham equipment factory that I have ever seen. For example,
all the coils in the tank and grid circuits were GOLD PLATED -- we're
talking thick, highly polished 14K gold here, not a little flashing. All
switch contacts were meticulously gold-plated. Variable caps were driven by
hand-machined precision gear trains. The metal cabinets and front panels
were works of art in themselves, beautifully laid out, ingeniously designed,
painted, and engraved in gold script. The power supplies he made were built
like tanks, except that they were as beautiful as the amplifiers... Well,
you get the idea.

To me, the blending of technology, functionality, and art was irresistible.
Now, if I had just been able to afford to *buy* one of these things... :) I
knew I would never have the skill to duplicate what this guy did. I've never
seen anything like it, before or since.

Bill, N6FN
bill@cruz.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 01:08:05 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 20:08:05 -0500
Message-Id: <9506140107.AA19427@bobcat.etsu.edu>
From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier)
Subject: Re: Large Coil Needed

|At 01:09 PM 6/13/95 -0500, Jack Giehl wrote:

|of a commercial ham equipment factory that I have ever seen. For example,
|all the coils in the tank and grid circuits were GOLD PLATED -- we're

This kind of reminds me of something. Awhile back I was talking to an OM who
remarked that in the distant past he'd used a paint-on type gold plating
solution. It seemed to be a pretty effective treatment for things like
silver plated contacts in wafer switches which would eventually tarnish and
become intermittant/noisy.

Does anybody know about something similar today?

THANKS & 73 de WB5KXH



  ===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ======
  Bob Wier, keeper of the Photo-3D, Icom radio (WB5KXH),
  Overland Trails, and Motorola HC11 mailing lists
         wier@bobcat.etsu.edu

   currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation
       (this is a *high level* system :-)





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:01:11 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:01:11 -0500
Message-Id: <H000029a00662e4a@MHS>
From: Limbert_Mark/svoa0001@ssb.com
Subject: Re: Lightning Bug/J-36

Item Subject: Message text
Niel,
	Thanks for the help! After I cleaned the base last night I noticed that
the bright area protected under the tag for all those years was not the
full width of the mounting holes but only the half towards he paddle end
(see diagram below, dots are the mounting holes). This area is perfectly
squared and staight on all sides, not jagged as one would think if the tag
had been torn off to the middle mounting stud.  The picture I have seen of
a Lionnel bug had a full length tag.

	.           ------------.
	            |.          |
                    |  		|
	.           ------------.

	     Paddle End >>>>>

	Any ideas?

Mark Limbert	mdlimbe@clipper.ssb.com


> Mark,
> 
>I suspect you have a Lionel.
> 
> By the way the tags on both the Vibroplex and Bunnell are metal and 
> mine survived the years in place. The Lionel tag was plasic and most 
> deformed with time until they tore loose from the mounting studs. (The 
> example I have looks like it lost 1/2" over time.)
> 
> Niel - WA5VLZ



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 23:06:54 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 18:06:54 -0500
Message-Id: <950613190103_94263648@aol.com>
From: StuSanders@aol.com
Subject: Mail in digest form?

How do I get my mail in digest form to assist in processing?
I'm on America On-line.



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 02:27:37 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 21:27:37 -0500
Message-Id: <m0sLhzy-0006WoC@next1.acme.ist.ucf.edu>
From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke)
Subject: Re: Millen Grid-Dip meter

Seen on r.r.a.equip

REPLY TO BOB PLEASE.

In article <3rk98f$qnk@news.cais.com> Bob Sullivan write
>Eqauipment Collectors:  
>Millen Grid-Dip Meter for sale.  Type 90651, serial 1336.
>All coils, coil stand, manual.  Works perfectly and looks good.
>
>Make an offer.
>Bob Sullivan W0YVA
>(703) 450 7049  (voice)
>infointl@cais.com
>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 21:51:44 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 16:51:44 -0500
Message-Id: <m0sLdpn-0000LkC@juts.ccc.amdahl.com>
From: joe.selkregg@amail.amdahl.com
Subject: Need R388 dial

Hi,

I have a need for a replacement kilocycles dial for my R-388. Its the white
translucent one that goes behind the front panel/tuning knob. Mine is cracked
in half. Does anyone know of a source for this or have a parts set that they
could sell one off of?

Thank you,
Joe Selkregg



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 20:18:19 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 15:18:19 -0500
Message-Id: <9505138030.AA803074507@CCGATE.HAC.COM>
From: jcreid@ccgate.hac.com
Subject: Re: No more tubes

  This is kind of an interesting thread.  More of a psychological look at BA's 
rather than a hands on approach.
  Occasionally I let my 2 1/2 year old son come into the garage while ol' Dad is 
fiddling with something or another.  Usually I set him on the other stool and 
give him some interesting junk to play with.  It's easier to keep an eye on him 
that way.  Once and a while he gets down and starts rummaging through various 
boxes of electronic goodies.  The other day he was fishing around in a box and 
pulls out a 9 pin miniature tube and says, "Look Dadddy.  Tube!"  Hopefully as 
he grows older, he'll maintain the interest.  Somebody's got to take of this 
stuff after I'm gone...

-Jim




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 21:45:01 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 16:45:01 -0500
Message-Id: <199506132143.QAA20494@uro.theporch.com>
From: "MELUCAS, MARC P." <MELUCAS@wsmc-mis.af.mil>
Subject: RE:  No More Tubes


Gang-

	An enjoyable thread...makes me think and consider.  My office is full
of electric guitar players who consistently request that I scout for 5881's
and 12AT7's to keep their amplifiers running.  There are pockets of society
who "keep the faith".
	Not to forget, but many if not most of our communication satellite
fleet on orbit has wideband amplifiers with a device known as a TWTA-Travelling
Wave Tube Amplifier-in the finals.  A tube on steroids, but a tube just the
same.  For the high power wideband applications of such critters, TWTA's
provide the desired reliability-a necessity considering that you can't just
climb a ladder and fix it if it quits.

					Marc, KB0JPQ




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 18:57:31 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 13:57:31 -0500
Message-Id: <950613185025_71333.144_DHQ83-3@CompuServe.COM>
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: No More Tubes...

Well, I think I can confirm anybody's suspicion that vacuum tubes are no
longer common knowledge. My one boy's kindergarden class assigns a letter
to each student and the student must bring in a basket full of things that
start with that letter on a given day. Well, my boy's name is Vincent so
he was assigned the letter V. Hah! Easy, thought I--velvet, velcro, vase,
.....and vacuum tube among other things. So I put a big old 812 with 
low output into the basket. We coached him on what all the things were
but he forgot "Vacuum tube." None of the teachers or visiting parents could
identify it either and they concluded that it was "some kind of light
bulb." 

...time has apparently left the tube behind...




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 21:25:20 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 16:25:20 -0500
Message-Id: <199506132122.QAA03711@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu>
From: Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu>
Subject: Re: No More Tubes...

> but he forgot "Vacuum tube." None of the teachers or visiting parents could
> identify it either and they concluded that it was "some kind of light
> bulb." 
> 
> ..time has apparently left the tube behind...
> 

Tubes were introduced into the American mainstream in the early 20's
and were phased out of most consumer equipment by the early 80's.  So,
they had a presence of about 60 years in man's hiistory.  When you
consider *all* of human history, that is *not* a long time.

I was encouraged recently though.  I received a complementary issue
of Glass Audio.  Lots of tubes for the audio buffs.  Amp kits start
around $400.00 and go up from there.  6L6's below $10.00.  Lots of
sources too.  I recall the high-end audio thread recently.  More
professional magazine than I had suspected.  I believe the vacuum tube
is going to be around for a very long time in this arena.
-- 
Norm Flasch          flasch@eecs.nwu.edu            Northwestern University 
          Electrical Engineering and Computer Science



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 22:43:24 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 17:43:24 -0500
Message-Id: <9506132240.AA08161@ihurry.ih.att.com>
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: No More Tubes...

I also got a free copy of Glass Audio.  Interesting ads, and less religion and voodoo
than might have been expected.  One ad, by a company importing glowfest from
RUssia, did make a startling historical claim: That Russia and Red CHina "never"
made the transition to solid-state, adn that all the great Soviet space missions
were done on tube technology.  "Consequently the RUssians remain the masters of
tube mfgr'ing."

I think the statement is true in part, but I'd be hard put to believe the
Soviets didn't have some trannies in space gear at least by late '70s.

BTW, my second R390A acquired last SUnday has "Unclassified" stamped across
a side panel.  I wonder just what year our military decided that the Redskies
would gain nothing by acquiring an R390A to reverse-engineer?  Now UHF
and radar stuff, that's another matter.  73, mike k



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 03:13:34 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 22:13:34 -0500
Message-Id: <199506140310.UAA13124@ix4.ix.netcom.com>
From: nielw@ix.netcom.com (Niel Wiegand)
Subject: Re: No More Tubes...

You wrote: 
>
>Well, I think I can confirm anybody's suspicion that vacuum tubes are 
no
>longer common knowledge. My one boy's kindergarden class assigns a 
letter
>to each student and the student must bring in a basket full of things 
that
>start with that letter on a given day. Well, my boy's name is Vincent 
so
>he was assigned the letter V. Hah! Easy, thought I--velvet, velcro, 
vase,
>....and vacuum tube among other things. So I put a big old 812 with 
>low output into the basket. We coached him on what all the things were
>but he forgot "Vacuum tube." None of the teachers or visiting parents 
could
>identify it either and they concluded that it was "some kind of light
>bulb." 
>
>..time has apparently left the tube behind...
>
>

I recently did a radio talk for my fourth grader's class and had the 
same result. I had a 3 dailer from the twenty's, a tomestone from the 
thirty's and a couple of of plastic radios. For contrast I also had a 
transistor radio and one of those "walkman" ones.

I held up a octal tube like a 6V6 and asked the class what it was. 
Light bulb was one of the suggestions. Fuse was also suggested. Well, 
real radios still glow in the dark.

Niel - WA5VLZ



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 23:09:35 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 18:09:35 -0500
Message-Id: <SA39+vbVrja@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: paint stripping

My experience, related to restoration of old cars, probably applys to paint 
stripping on radio gear also.  After the majority of the paint has been 
removed using a 'goop' type liquid and a blunt scraper, I would recommend 
using 000 or 0000 (very fine or extremely fine) steel wool dipped in lacquer 
thinner (available at hardware stores in the varnish area) to clean up any 
persistant areas.  Brake fluid (DOT-3) probably would work equally well.  I 
don't know of any conventional paints which will resist either of these 
solvents for long.  Bear in mind that plastic parts (i.e. dial windows, trim 
pieces, etc.) may be ruined if these solvents touch them, so they must be 
removed beforehand.  Use only one solvent or the other at one time (do not 
mix them), wear protective gloves, and do the work in a well ventilated area 
like outdoors, away from all sources of ignition.  Rubber gloves tend to 
stretch out (a slow dissolving death) when exposed to these solvents, so 
have a quantity of them on hand.  The boards-over-trashcan work surface is 
a good method.

Best of luck,

John Martin



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:59:45 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:59:45 -0500
Message-Id: <199506131457.KAA12838@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: R390A AGC and meter issues (revisited)

> 
> >Regarding the AGC.  This is the only sore point with my new purchase that 
> >I've uncovered since bringing it home today.  The AGC just doesn't do it's 
> >job in controlling receiver gain in am (or bfo-on) modes.  The carrier meter 
> >hardly registers beyond 30% of full scale even with a local AM broadcast 
> >station tuned in, which generally warps the needles on most of my receivers. 
> > Severe audio distortion occurs unless I ride the RF gain on all modes.
> 
> [additional description of symptoms deleted]
> 

Food for thought, discussion, anecdotes, etc.....

Lest we forget, remember that almost all boatanchor receivers were never
designed to run AGC with the bfo on.  Almost all were designed to run
full audio and use the rf gain as the manual volume control in non-AM
modes.  The exceptions were certain Navy receivers designed expressly
for CW and usually running audio derived AGC.  Even when the R-390's
were new and we oooohed and aaaaaahed them, especially the one that
used to play us funzies musick on alert duty in Goose Bay (wretched
place most of the time) the AGC was only OK, for the time.  That does
not take into account any late vintage problems with failing components
that are often surfacing these days.  If I am not too wacko, this
morning, the R-390 was never designed to run AGC in bfo mode.
You can run partial AGC but still have to manually ride the RF to
make it work properly.  I believe this is covered in the -10 manual,
but I have not sat down to read it in several years.

On AM the AGC should work reasonably well.  Check for failing tubes
first, do an alignment second, and then look for failing parts.
If, after tubes and alignment, it won't pass the performance chart,
then look for something more serious like leaky bypasses, open/shorted
couplings, improper bias, [uncouth hacks and mods,] etc.

> Once you get your receiver working correctly, be sure to align it,
> particularly the slug racks and crystal oscillator trimmers.  Both of my
> R390As were misaligned when I got them and were as much as 30 dB more
> sensitive after adjustment.

AMEN!  It is a tour de force to align properly but sweet musick when done.
It also helps to have a good bench and the proper manual handy ( -30
or -35 if I remember correctly).

> In my area, local MW broadcast stations register at least 60 dB on the
> carrier meter, with the strongest of them going up to 80 dB (using a 15m
> outdoor antenna).  You should be getting numbers in this range when
> everything is working.

Agreed.

> Bill McFadden

73/Bob




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 20:25:16 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 15:25:16 -0500
Message-Id: <9506132022.AA04621@ihurry.ih.att.com>
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: R390A AGC and meter issues (revisited)

One thing I like about the R390A is that is *does* seem to be designed
to run BFO and AGC together.  It's the first BA I've ever owned that could
do this.

The AGC is tapped off a cathode follower stage, separately before the BFO
is injected at the detector.  The detector does only the audio (though its
DC output controls the excellent Noise Limiter).

This setup prevents the BFO signal from inflating the AGC voltage.
In fact, there's even a neutralization trimmer cap to keep BFO voltage
from feeding back into the last IF stage and getting into the AGC detector.

Now, it's quite possible that a powwerfull SSB signal, limited only by AGC,
will be too hot at the detector for the BFO injection level to handle,
since this set does not use exalted BFO injection.

With a good product detector mod (my set has a so-so mod), full AGC should be
usable on SSB.  I find the Medium speed AGC pretty good, and the Slow
is FB if there isn't much QSB and you aren't following a roundtable where
the different stations are of widely different strengths.

ANyway, the R390A is a big improvement over most pre-SSB BA rcvrs where turning
on the BFO pinned the S-meter to the wall and shut down your RF/IF gain with
bogus AGC.

BTW, my new SX-42 has such wimpy BFO injection that it hardly affects the
S-meter or AGC gain.  ANd you can barely hear it till you turn the RF gain
way down.  THis box could reallly use a product detector, but I'm not in the mood
for hacking it.  73, mike k w9nrd



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 20:38:23 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 15:38:23 -0500
Message-Id: <260C7C00E00@s1.xetron.com>
From: "Tom Alverson" <TOMA@s1.xetron.com>
Subject: Re: R390A AGC and meter issues (revisited)

> > In my area, local MW broadcast stations register at least 60 dB on the
> > carrier meter, with the strongest of them going up to 80 dB (using a 15m
> > outdoor antenna).  You should be getting numbers in this range when
> > everything is working.
> 
> Agreed.

On my R390a local stations come it at 80-90 (on a 160 meter dipole) 
with WLW (the BIG one) well over 100 (and very distorted unless I 
change to a different antenna).

Tom     NU8D



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 21:48:52 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 16:48:52 -0500
Message-Id: <n1409060500.37380@msmailgw1.arlut.utexas.edu>
From: "rohre" <rohre@arlut.utexas.edu>
Subject: Removing paints

Bill asked about stripping a 390 of mismatched paint:

I would think preferred over abrasives and solvents would be using one of the
paint on strippers like on lawn furniture of metal; and the old paint bubbles
off to be scrapped rather easily with a blunt tool.  I have used an old putty
knife for this.  Final touch up can be with solvent.  Done outside, a quicker
and less elbow required, and fumes for a shorter while.  Wear gloves, old
clothes, mask and eye protection when using solvents or chemical strippers, but
a good way to take off very old finish.

73, Stuart K5KVH



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 15:21:20 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 10:21:20 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131515.AA50369@pilot01.cl.msu.edu>
From: "Stanley L Flegler" <flegler@pilot.msu.edu>
Subject: SRR-13 at Fair Radio

Yesterday I was at Fair Radio and saw a very interesting boatanchor that
someone would probably love to own.  It was a Navy SRR-13 (13 I think?) that
covers 225 to 400 Mhz and is tunable.  It uses a number of 7 and 9 pin tubes
and it looks new but shelfworn.  I almost bought it myself, but I really don't
have the room.  Not that it is so big,  about 7 inches high and about 19
wide, it is just I have a lot already.  Anyway I think it is one of a kind and
they want $140 for it.  If you want it, I would call and tell them it is the
unit that is on display on the front shelves.  73 Stan, flegler@pilot.msu.edu



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 17:05:44 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 12:05:44 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131701.AA11301@manta.nosc.mil>
From: ejz@nosc.mil (Edward J. Zeranski)
Subject: Re: SRR-13 at Fair Radio

>Yesterday I was at Fair Radio and saw a very interesting boatanchor that
>someone would probably love to own.  It was a Navy SRR-13 (13 I think?) that
>covers 225 to 400 Mhz and is tunable.  It uses a number of 7 and 9 pin tubes
>and it looks new but shelfworn.  I almost bought it myself, but I really don't
>have the room.  Not that it is so big,  about 7 inches high and about 19
>wide, it is just I have a lot already.  Anyway I think it is one of a kind and
>they want $140 for it.  If you want it, I would call and tell them it is the
>unit that is on display on the front shelves.  73 Stan, flegler@pilot.msu.edu
>
>That receiver sounds like a URR35 which was called a 'RED' and was used
with a transmitter called a 'TED'. If it is a URR35 it can be set up with a
crystal too. The crystals were barrel shaped with the connections on each
end. Operating freq was 12x the marked xtal 


                                                     Ed 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 19:03:54 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 14:03:54 -0500
Message-Id: <950613185738_71333.144_DHQ83-4@CompuServe.COM>
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: SRR-13, 12 and 11

The SRR-13 that Fair has is a Navy set made in the mid-fifties by RCA.
Neat set that projects an anlog dial onto a ground glass in a little window
on the panel for frequency display. No a great performer, but okay.
The VLF version was SRR-11. The MF version (200khz-8mhz) was the SRR-12
.. Srr designated shipboard units. FRR designated shore station use. 
The 13 is not rare. The 11 is harder to find. The 12 is extremely rare 
and was the only one to appear with the RCA red button logo tag
prominent on the front panel. Very modular set and easy to work on in that 
respect. But uses wire lead tubes so it's hard to work on in that
respect. I have manual copies available and all 3 sets in my collection.
When an R390 owner sees the slide-out-and-tilt-for-service feature on
these radios he realizes what Collins left out of the 390 design.




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 19:28:43 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 14:28:43 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131925.AA03752@manta.nosc.mil>
From: ejz@nosc.mil (Edward J. Zeranski)
Subject: Re: SRR-13, 12 and 11

>The SRR-13 that Fair has is a Navy set made in the mid-fifties by RCA.
>Neat set that projects an anlog dial onto a ground glass in a little window
>on the panel for frequency display. No a great performer, but okay.
>The VLF version was SRR-11. The MF version (200khz-8mhz) was the SRR-12
>. Srr designated shipboard units. FRR designated shore station use. 
>The 13 is not rare. The 11 is harder to find. The 12 is extremely rare 
>and was the only one to appear with the RCA red button logo tag
>prominent on the front panel. Very modular set and easy to work on in that 
>respect. But uses wire lead tubes so it's hard to work on in that
>respect. I have manual copies available and all 3 sets in my collection.
>When an R390 owner sees the slide-out-and-tilt-for-service feature on
>these radios he realizes what Collins left out of the 390 design.
>
>       Hello! In the original post the 225-400mhz range threw me. I
remember the SRR series but not whether the 13 covered those freqs. I do
remember the URR35,'RED',receivers being in that range and worked on many of
those. At the same time the SRR receivers were in use there were
transmitters in the SRT series that were replaced by WRT transmitters.
Answering the Fair Radio SRR13 post I suggested that the set may have been a
URR35, if the 13 covered the 225-400 range I stand corrected.


>
Ed Zeranski    This is a private message or opinion and has nothing to do
with my employer or the US Govt. etc!!




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 15:46:11 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 10:46:11 -0500
Message-Id: <199506131543.AA07930@cruz.com>
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com>
Subject: Stripping paint from old cabinets/panels

I've been following the repainting thread with interest, but I haven't seen
as much discussion as I would like on the subject of getting the old paint
off. I have a steel R-390A desktop cabinet which looks like it was put
together out of parts from two other cabinets (i.e., the paint jobs on the
various parts don't match!), and I'd like to disassemble it and repaint it.
Electronics I can handle pretty well, but I'm a complete newbie when it
comes to paint. What's the best way to strip a cabinet or front panel before
repainting (by whatever method)? Do you use solvent(s) or take it off with
elbow-grease and abrasives? Any help much appreciated...

Bill, N6FN
bill@cruz.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 22:37:15 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 17:37:15 -0500
Message-Id: <199506132233.RAA26383@uro.theporch.com>
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
Subject: Re: Stripping paint from old cabinets/panels

At 10:44 AM 6/13/95 -0500, Bill VanAlstyne wrote:
>I've been following the repainting thread with interest, but I haven't seen
>as much discussion as I would like on the subject of getting the old paint
>off. I have a steel R-390A desktop cabinet which looks like it was put
>together out of parts from two other cabinets (i.e., the paint jobs on the
>various parts don't match!), and I'd like to disassemble it and repaint it.
>Electronics I can handle pretty well, but I'm a complete newbie when it
>comes to paint. What's the best way to strip a cabinet or front panel before
>repainting (by whatever method)? Do you use solvent(s) or take it off with
>elbow-grease and abrasives? Any help much appreciated...
>
>Bill, N6FN
>bill@cruz.com
>
>

I've used the inexpensive brand X paint stripper in a bug bomb from Wal Mart
with good success on steel panels.  One can should do your job OK.  If the
paint is stubborn, a synthetic "stripping pad" is worthwhile.  They also
sell special gloves which are helpful as the stripper is unpleasant to your
skin.  Safety instructions on the product should of course be followed.

I set up a work station outside by using a trash can with the lid replaced
by a couple pieces of  scrap lumber to form a work platform.  This also
provides necessary ventilation.  After the paint has bubbled, I used a 2
inch putty knife to lift the paint off, dropping the excess into the can.
It may be necessary to apply more than 1 application of the stripper.

After the paint has been removed from the flat surfaces and cracks (the
stripping pad is helpful in awkward areas) and the metal is dry,  I use a
clean rag dipped in Acetone to clean the surface prior to applying the new
undercoat.

73 de Jack



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 04:22:53 1995
Date: Mon, 12 Jun 1995 23:22:53 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950613001515.jproc@jproc>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: RE: TMC CFA-1 info needed 



>Just looking at the panel and the chassis layout, I would guess that
>it is a fairly simple two tone audio FSK demodulator with a TTY
>line driver.  It also has an small CRT display.

Gary,

When used with a radio receiver, the CRT acts as an aid to ensure that the 
receiver is tuned exactly on frequency and indicates the quality of the audio 
input signal. The CRT displays two identical oval patterns which are in the 
form of a cross when the receiver is bang on frequency. When the receiver 
drifts off frequency, the ovals become asymmetrical and this tells the 
operator that the receiver requires retuning. From experience, you can 
tell which way the receiver needs to be re-tuned. Noise on the input signal 
make the ovals jitter a lot. When used in a landline application, the CRT 
displays the quality of the received signal. Since there is no radio receiver 
involved, the frequency shift of the input signal remains constant.    

>Some specific questions:
>	- What tones does it detect?  

Don't know, however, I have seen frequency shifts from 200 to 1000 hertz 
employed in RTTY sytems. In the 1950's an 850 Hz shift was popular in the 
commercial world and was later adapted by amateurs who used this type of gear 
to get their start in RTTY. This system used mark and space frequencies of 
2975 and 2125 Hz. A wide shift was preferred because it was more tolerant to 
receiver and transmitter frequency drift. 

The AN/SGC1A teletype terminal unit on which I'm familiar, uses a 200 Hz 
shift by toggling 500 and 700 Hz oscillators. This is both a keyer and 
converter. For those who still persue RTTY today, a 170 Hz shift is used 
(2125 and 2295 Hz). Maybe this information will give you a clue.   
There are few adjustments on the thing,

	- What is the "Threshold" control for?

In general, the threshold control determines the audio input level that will 
start the keying of the teletype current loop. I would need to see your 
non-existant manual to explain the mark/space/line switch.    

There's a lot of good general information on FSK in the 1993 Radio Amateurs 
Handbook.


Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario 
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 02:43:39 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 21:43:39 -0500
Message-Id: <199506140240.TAA27462@netcom18.netcom.com>
From: rmccarty@netcom.com (roger mccarty)
Subject: TRADE

I am still looking for a Galaxy 2000+ Linear amplifier. Cash didn't scare 
one up so I'll put on the chopping block a Viking 2 and/or a Ranger, 
and/or a Heathkit DX100, and/or cash to get one. The transmitters are not 
for sale outright, trade only for the Linear. If you have one or know of 
someone whom may be interested in a trade, I would appreciate hearing 
from you.

Thanks

Roger KD6CC
KD6CC@W6TJ.#SOCAL.CAL.USA.NOAM or Internet or (909) 686-1211 Day




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 13:39:27 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 08:39:27 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131336.AA06281@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: Re: Tube boxes

>
>Gang-
>	Just curious, but does anyone have any recommendations on sources
>of empty tube boxes??  I have quite a pile of pulled tubes, and it would
>be great to provide some protection.
>

AES has tube boxes, egg-carton style flats, and cartons to hold the flats.
Inquire about sizes bigger than those listed if you have some BIG tubes like
the 211.  

Better yet, send all your 211's to me so you won't have to worry about
breaking them.

:-)

-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:50:47 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:50:47 -0500
Message-Id: <9506131433.AA18032@tomcat>
From: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com (John Wendler)
Subject: Re: Tube boxes

Doesn't Antique Electronic Supply
sell these?
de N5CQU



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 14:52:49 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 09:52:49 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950613095859.jproc@>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Tube Cartons

Mark,

There is a solution for you. Antique Radio Supply sells plain white tube 
boxes ranging in price from 10 to 25 cents each. Alternately, they have   
Tube Egg Crates ranging in price from $1.90 to $4.50. These can hold 
anywhere from 15 to 121 tubes. Address:

6221 S. Maple Ave. 
Tempe AZ, 85283
USA
(602) 820-5411
FAX (602) 820-4643  

A catalogue is available for $2. I would highly recommend that all members of 
this group get a catalogue from Antique. I just received mine yesterday. Here 
are some items that are available as referenced in recent postings:

Mallory Twist lock Capacitors- 450v ratings; new stock $8.95 to $19.90 
Crystal detector kit - $15.00 
Parts to make your own crystal detector
WW2 Foxhole radio kit $9.95
Solid state vibrator replacements $18.50 to $22.50
Tube substitution books
etc...etc...

Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc, VE3FAB
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Toronto, Ontario  
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Tue Jun 13 19:31:23 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 14:31:23 -0500
Message-Id:  <9506131517.aa26744@FSAC3.PICA.ARMY.MIL>
From: Clark Fishman (FSAC) <cfishman@fsac3.pica.army.mil>
Subject: Tubes

What do people think that big screen in front of the TV is....

an LED on drugs................love them 813's



WA2UNN



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 04:10:23 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 23:10:23 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950613210358.3599B-100000@coyote.rain.org>
From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org>
Subject: Wanted:  Info on the elusive SCR-838

A friend of mine is looking for information on what may be the last 
SCR-numbered equipment:  SCR-838.  He ran across a mention of it 
somewhere, but with no further info.  Does anyone know anything about 
this beast?  I think the last equipment he has info on is the old 
familiar SCR-828 FM vehicular gear.  

Please contact him direct (not on Internet):

   Fred Chesson
   144 Fiske Street
   Waterbury, CT  06710
   (203) 754-4764

By the way, Fred is the author of that extensive list of SCR/RC/BC 
equipment in Antique Wireless Association Reveiw #6, a worthwhile 
reference at a good price.  He has a *lot* of additional information on 
components that is not on that list!  


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 00:09:56 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 19:09:56 -0500
Message-Id: <9506140007.AA15597@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Subject: Wanted: BC-610

An email buddy, Burt K1OIK, is looking for a BC-610. He says it
can't be shipped UPS so he's searching for one near his Cape Cod
QTH. If you're nearby and have one please write to him:
                k1oik@ccsnet.com

Thanks,
Jeff NH6IL



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Wed Jun 14 00:12:06 1995
Date: Tue, 13 Jun 1995 19:12:06 -0500
Message-Id: <9506140009.AA15607@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Subject: Re: Wanted: BC-610

Burt's actual QTH is South Dennis, Maine.

Jeff NH6IL



